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  HERSETH SANDLIN LEGISLATION IMPROVES HOUSING BENEFITS FOR BLIND
VETERANS   
Washington, DC (May 21, 2010)-Today, Rep. Herseth Sandlin, Chair of the House Veterans’
Affairs Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity, announced the introduction of the bipartisan
Blinded Veterans Adaptive Housing Improvement Act of 2010. The legislation updates
restrictive VA eligibility standards for adaptive housing grants so that all blind veterans can
access these important benefits.  Rep. John Boozman of Arkansas, the ranking member of the
Economic Opportunity Subcommittee, is an original co-sponsor of this legislation.

“During hearings before the Economic Opportunity Subcommittee that I chair, I learned that
some blind veterans were not able to access these benefits despite having a disability which
significantly impacted their quality of life, as well as their personal safety,” Rep. Herseth Sandlin
said. “This legislation will allow those veterans access to the benefits they have earned through
their service.”

Under present regulations, a blinded veteran must have visual acuity of 5/200 or less to qualify
for any of the three adaptive housing grant programs – Specially Adaptive Housing (SAH),
Special Home Adaptation (SHA), and Temporary Residence Adaptation (TRA). These programs
allow eligible service-connected veterans to modify their residences so that they can maintain
their quality of life despite their disability. The legislation updates this requirement to 20/200, the
accepted federal standard for blindness. The legislation also updates the eligibility standards
regarding an impaired range of vision to the federal standard of 20 degrees or less.

“It is important to continually update eligibility standards for programs such as these,” Rep.
Herseth Sandlin said. “I look forward to working with my colleagues on the Economic
Opportunity Subcommittee to advance this important legislation.”

The Blinded Veterans of American and the Disabled American Veterans have endorsed this
legislation. 
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